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Reading Municipal Light Department
RELIABLE POWER FOR GENERATIONS  

Saving Money with Time-Of-Use (TOU)

RMLD has an efficiency solution for its customers that will save significant dollars every month by using less electricity during day-time working hours.

Time-Of-Use is an energy rate program that charges the customer on the basis of the time of day they are using electricity. TOU is divided in two different rates and time blocks that a customer should understand and then act accordingly. They are called Off-peak time and rate; and On-peak time and rate. On-peak hours in a day are 12:00 noon-7:00 pm (Monday-Friday) and the energy charge is $0.13364/kWh. The rest of the hours in a day (including weekends and major holidays) are Off-peak hours and the energy charge is $0.04601/kWh.  The base rate charge also changes from $3.47 to $5.51. In order to better understand this program and to find out your suitability for the TOU program, RMLD has provided more information and examples.

In a household where most of the people are not at home for the majority of the On-peak hours (i.e. 12 noon-7 pm), this program is a good alternative. In order to save money on your monthly electricity bill, all you have to do is, during On-peak hours, limit use of appliances such as clothes dryer, dehumidifier, swimming pool pump, air-conditioner and other appliances that use high amounts of electricity. During the summer, it is important not to operate the air-conditioners when not at home, or set the thermostat on a higher set point (for example, 82 degrees). Customers can also add a timer to the electric water heater and also use programmable thermostat for the central A/C system for additional savings. The following table shows the estimated dollar amount that a customer can save per month by signing up for Time-Of-Use program. These savings reflect a customer that uses very minimal energy during the On-peak hours.

	Appliance
	Consumption (Watt-hours)
	Potential Savings

	
	Hours/month
	Watts
	

	Central air-conditioning unit (4 Ton, 13 SEER)
	200
	3730
	$15.01

	Air-conditioner (Room)
	90
	1200
	$2.09

	Clothes washer
	14
	1200
	$0.63

	Clothes dryer
	20
	5000
	$3.76

	Dehumidifier
	360
	500
	$6.78

	Dishwasher (w/o dry cycle)
	20
	200
	$0.15

	Dishwasher (w dry cycle)
	20
	1200
	$0.90

	Microwave oven
	30
	1400
	$1.58

	Oven (electric)
	5
	5000
	$0.94

	Refrigerator (Energy star)
	237
	720
	$3.31

	Refrigerator (frost-free)
	237
	800
	$3.67

	Refrigerator/freezer (side-by-side)
	237
	840
	$3.86

	Swimming pool pump (1/2 hp)
	360
	500
	$6.78

	Water heater (electric)
	90
	4500
	$15.24


Please visit our website www.rmld.com (under the “Energy Efficiency” tab) for detailed information about the Time-Of-Use program.

